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WHAT DO LEGS4AFRICA DO?

ACCESS - SERVICES - WELLBEING

We improve access to recycled prosthetic
legs because everyone should have the
opportunity to walk, work and dance again,
at an affordable price.
We improve services because everyone
should have access to good quality
facilities, training opportunities and
comfortable care.
We improve the well-being of people
with limb differences because
everyone should have access to the
support they need to get back on their
feet.

Our scholarship

In 2020, we launched this scholarship scheme in
partnership with the Tanzania Training Centre for
Orthopaedic Technologists (TATCOT), which aims
to enable women with limb-loss to increase their
employability and build careers in the prosthetics
industry, while challenging norms and stigma
around gender and disability. We hope that
through this scheme we can not only improve
female representation within the sector, but we
can also ensure more women are accessing the
services and support they need to get back on their
feet.
Every year, this scheme provides full funding to
women with experience of limb-loss or limbdifference on the one-year Certificate Course in
Lower-Limb Prosthetics at TATCOT. So far we have
supported 10 ladies, all of whom have lower limb
differences.

There is an enormous need to develop the field
of prosthetics in my country because of the
high number of people with disabilities and we
have very few professionals. Through TATCOT I
have been able to lay a foundation in achieving
greater things
WINNIE

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT CLASS OF 2022

My passion for orthopedic technology
stems from the fact that I want to help
amputees like me to gain access to
prosthetic components and artificial
limbs.
When Legs4Africa placed a call to empower
women amputees in the prosthetic field for a
one year course in lower limb prosthetic
technology at TATCOT, this is when I saw a
future where many people who have suffered
limb loss were going to benefit through the
knowledge and skills I have gained in
orthopedic technology practice.
I have been having a great experience
studying orthopedic technology in lower limb
prosthetics.

Judith
Scholarship Recipient Class of 2022

THE COURSE
The duration of the course for the Certificate in Lower Limb Prosthetic Technology is one year commencing in October each
year. The teaching year comprises 42 weeks of study with approximately 35 teaching hours in each week. During this year, you
will live onsite at TATCOT's accommodation, sharing a room with another student.
During the course you will undertake both theoretical subjects and practical and clinical training. The core subjects are:
Anatomy and Physiology
Mechanics and Biomechanics
Clinics
Clinical Practice
Mathematics
Pathology
Technology
Workshop Management
Each term you will learn to fabricate a different type of lower-limb prosthesis - starting at the ankle with Symes prosthesis,
moving up to Transtibial, Knee Disarticulation, and finally Transfemoral
During the course there is an opportunity for patient contact and clinical experience at KCMC Orthopaedic workshop which is
situated adjacent to TATCOT. This consists of fully supervised and timetabled clinical experience with patients who have a
range of medical conditions and disabilities requiring lower limb prosthetic treatment.
After a successful completion of the course, each candidate must complete a minimum of 6 months supervised prosthetics
clinical attachment in an approved Orthopaedic Workshop in Tanzania.
Note: this course is in lower limb prosthetics only. It does not cover orthotics or upper limb prosthetics

Location

The Tanzania Training Centre for Orthopaedic Technologists is
located in Moshi. If you are selected for the scholarship,
Legs4Africa will pay for your flights to and from Kilimanjaro
Airport, where you will then be picked up by TATCOT staff and
taken to your accommodation, ready to start your induction
week.
If there are any COVID requirements of Tanzania or your home
country, such as negative COVID tests, Legs4Africa will pay for
these.
If you are an international student, TATCOT will also process your
student visa.
Please note that, except in emergency circumstances, Legs4Africa
will not be able to fund trips back to your home country during
the school year.

What is covered under the scholarship?

This is a fully funded scholarship and includes:
Course fees
Stationery
Uniforms
Hostel rent
Resident permit
ICT and provision of a laptop
Medical Care and Travel Insurance
Return flights
Monthly allowance of $400 throughout duration of
course and placement

Employment and career pathways

Prosthetics and orthotics (P&O) is an exciting and ever-evolving industry,
and in sub-Saharan Africa there is a growing need for trained professionals
to provide care to people in need of prosthetic limbs.
Once you complete your training, you will receive a Certificate in Lower Limb
Prosthetics which will give you access to roles as a lower-limb prosthetic
technician.
What is a Prosthetic Technician?
Prosthetic Technicians are non-clinical service providers that support technical
design of prosthetic devices and are competent in prosthetic device
fabrication. Prosthetic Technicians work as part of the health care team.
Prosthetic Technicians are experts in device fabrication. They possess
knowledge of material science, engineering principles, technical procedures/
processes, and safe practice related to prosthetics/orthotics. This
classification has no clinical contact with users. They may work directly with
users to resolve technical issues, but they do not participate in clinical aspects
such as fitting adjustments, static or dynamic alignment. Prosthetic
Technicians are accountable for work within their scope of practice under the
supervision of a Prosthetist/Orthotist and/or an Associate
Prosthetist/Orthotist.

If you have been shortlisted for this scholarship, it means that you
have met TATCOT's requirements and have been offered support in
your future employment by an existing prosthetic workshop, to
complete your placement and commence employment as a technician.
If you are successful at the interview stage you will be selected to
commence study in November 2022 and will complete your placement
and commence work in April 2024.
Most countries will require you to obtain a license to practice - please
make yourself aware of the requirements in your home country.
Further study options within orthotics and other P&O specialisations
may be available in the future, but we encourage you to discuss career
options within this certificate with TATCOT and your future employer.
The progression within this industry can be towards the title of a
Prosthetist or Associate Prosthetist, which are clinical roles that
require further study from a diploma or bachelors degree, and
depending on the institution this will have more secondary education
and work experience requirements than the certificate course.

When you receive a Legs4Africa scholarship, we will be with you as
you start your career to offer support and advice, and may be able
to offer sponsorship for further study in some cases. However, this
is not a guarantee, therefore we strongly suggest all applicants
consider their future career goals before applying for this
scholarship.

Thank you, and good luck!

If you have any questions, please speak to your employment
sponsor or Head of TATCOT, Mr Davis Shirima

